
C u r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i n t e r p re t i v e  
t ex t s  ( a n d  s o m e  d e my s t i f y i n g  
a n s w e rs ? )
J e n n y  M i r a u d o



ά/ǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
journey. We need a sense of wonder to keep us 

pushing deeper, anticipating what might lie 
around the next corner ςwhether it is a talking 

toadstool or new knowledge on the next page of a 
book. A curious mind delights in answers it finds. 
It anticipates learning something new or getting 
to the bottom of a nagging question. A curious 

ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ŀŘŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ

Goodwinet al., 2018. HowCuriosity,PeerCoaching,andTeamingCan
ChangeYourSchool.



Session Objectives

01 02

03 04

Articulate a theoretical framework to 

define the interpretive text type within 

the context of the WA syllabus. 

Consider the ambiguity, depth and 

nuance of the interpretive text type.

Explore examples of interpretive 

texts and the importance of generic 

distinctions. 

Acknowledge the importance of teacher 

curiosity in fostering student interest, 

engagement and growth. 









In te rp re t i ve  
Tex ts

D iscurs ive  
Tex ts

Expos i to ry  
Tex ts

A Brief History of Interpretive Texts

ÅάaŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴέΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ōŀŎƪ 
to the 1560s, from the past participle stem of the Latin 
word interpretatiΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ άŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΣ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦέ

Å5ŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !¢!w 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎ ŀǎ άǘŜȄǘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
primary purpose is to explain and interpret personalities, 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΦέ 

ÅThese classifications are intended to be general, not 
άǎǘŀǘƛŎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘŜΦέ




